ESSAYS ON THE GITA

curse and revile our neighbour because he is wicked.
or presumptuous enough to differ from us in opinion;

we are ready even to admit that Truth is everywhere
and cannot be our sole monopoly; we are beginning to
look at other religions and philosophies for the truth
and help they contain and no longer merely in order
to damn them as false or criticise-what we conceive
to be their errors. But we are still apt to declare
that our truth gives us the supreme knowledge which
other religions or philosophies have missed or only
imperfectly grasped so that they deal either with sub-
sidiary and inferior aspects of the truth of things or
can merely prepare less evolved minds for the heights
to which we have arrived. And we are still prone to
force upon ourselves or others the whole sacred mass
of the book or gospel we admire, insisting that all shall
be accepted as eternally valid truth and no iota or
underline or diaeresis denied its part of the plenary
inspiration.

It may therefore be useful in approaching an
ancient Scripture, such as the Veda, Upanishads or Gita,
to indicate precisely the spirit in which we approach
it and what exactly we think we may derive from it
that is of value to humanity and its future. First of
all, there is undoubtedly a Truth one and eternal
which we are seeking, from which all other truth
derives, by the light of which all other truth finds its
right place, explanation and relation to the scheme of
knowledge. But precisely for that reason it cannot be
shut up in a single trenchant formula, it is not likely
to be found in its entirety or in all its bearings in am